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SUB J : VATICAN POLICY TOWARDS SOCIALIST COUNTRIES 

1. SUMMARY: PARTY DAILY RECENTLY CARRIED ARTICLE ON 
VATICAN EMPHASIZING POSITIVE STEPS TAKEN BY CHURCH TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. ALSO REMINDS 
VATICAN OF NEED TO COOPERATE WITH "CATHOLIC BELIEVERS AND 
PRIESTS SUPPORTING SOCIALISM". ARTICLE REFLECTS IMPROVED 
GOH- VATICAN RELATIONS FOLLOWING REMOVAL OF CARDINAL 
MINDSZENTY FROM ARCHBISHOP SEAT. END SUMMARY. 

2. PARTY DAILY NEPSZABADSAG JUNE 2 CARRIED EDITORIAL ON 
"VATICAN AND REALITIES OF OUR TIME". ALTHOUGH MUCH OF 
ARTICLE DEALT WITH RELATIVE MERITS OF POPE JOHN XXIII 
AND POPE PAUL XI. REAL THRUST OF ARTICLE CONCERNED 
"REGULATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN VATICAN AND SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES". 
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3. ARTICLE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT "IN PAST YEARS VATICAN 
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HAS PRESENTED MORE REALISTIC AND SOBER-MINDED TENDENCIES 
IN RELATION TO SOCIALIST COUNTRIES" AND ALLEGES THAT 
POPE PAUL, AFTER CONSIDERABLE DELAY, EXTENDED HIS 
SOLIDARITY TO DRV AND RECOGNIZED GDR AND WESTERN POLISH 
BORDERS. ARTICLE THEN ADDED APPROVINGLY THAT POPE 
"RECOGNIZED FACT THAT CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF BELIEVERS 
FIND IN SOCIALISM REALIZATION OF AIMS THAT ATTRACT THEM". 

4. THEN MENTIONED WERE VATICAN TALKS AND PARTIAL AGREE- 
MENTS WITH SEVERAL SOCIALIST COUNTRIES INCLUDING HUNGARY. 
VISIT IN 1971 OF CARDINAL CASAROLI TO MOSCOW TO SIGN 
NONPROLIFERATION AGREEMENT. AND RECENT TALKS IN WARSAW 
"IN INTEREST OF NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS". 

5. CONCERNING HUNGARY. ARTICLE DECLARED "WE ALSO DO 
NOT UNDER-RATE SIGNIFICANCE OF IMPORTANT STEP BY VATICAN 
IN WHICH ARCHBISHOP SEAT IN ESZTERGOM DECLARED VACANT, 
THEREBY RELIEVING JOZSEF MINDSZENTY OF HIS POST". ALL 
THESE STEPS ARE SAID TO BE IN SELF-INTEREST OF CATHOLIC 
CHURCH WHICH IS "RECOGNIZING REALITIES OF INTERNATIONAL 
STATUS QUO". ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY WARNING THAT IT 
WOULD BE A MISTAKE FOR CHURCH NOT TO LISTEN TO "MASSES, 
INCLUDING CATHOLIC BELIEVERS AND PRIESTS SUPPORTING 
SOCIALISM, WHO, OBEYING THE VOICE OF THEIR CONSCIENCE, 
STAND UP AGAINST SPIRIT OF ANTI-COMMUNISM, WAR AND 
REACTION". 

6. ARTICLE SIGNIFICANT IN THAT IT IS ONE OF FEW 
OCCASIONS IN WHICH VATICAN GIVEN OVERALL RATING AS 
PROGRESSIVE INSTITUTION. IT IS LESS THAN COINCIDENCE 
THAT ARTICLE COMES DURING U.S. VISIT OF CARDINAL 
MINDSZENTY. IT IS PROBABLY INTENDED AS A REMINDER 
TO FAITHFUL OF POWER REALITIES, I.E., THAT MORE CAN 

BE GAINED BY COOPERATING WITH GOH THAN BY SUPPORTING 
VIEWS OF MIGRANT CARDINAL MINDSZENTY. 
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